
ODOJ - Bias Response 
Program: An Overview
SB 577 (2019)



2019’s SB 577



SB 577 Key Features



SB 577: Bias Incident vs. Hate Crime



Oregon’s protected classes under SB 577

Motivation:

o race
o color
o religion

o gender identity
o sexual orientation 
o disability 
o national origin

Perception of the other person’s:



SB 577: Bias Incident vs. Hate Crime



BRH Data (January 2020 - June 2023)



What about Free Speech?
• Hate speech and bias incidents are not crimes. 

• Law enforcement does not have the authority 
to interrupt, silence, or arrest a person for 
perpetrating hate speech or bias incidents. 

• In many cases, hate speech and bias incidents 
perpetrated in certain environments constitute 
a Civil Rights Violation.





We all have a role to play



Want to know what the Civil Rights 
Unit is up to? Follow us on social 
media!        

ORCivilRights

ORCivilRights

ORCivilRights
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